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From the Assistant 

The path that has led me to Church 
of the Epiphany began in a terrible 
snowstorm in Virginia back in 1985.  
When my mom and I couldnõt get into 
our house because the locks had frozen, 
we walked to the nearest neighbors for 
help, and knocked on their door. An older 
couple greeted us, introduced themselves 
as Jack and Birdie, and ushered us inside. 
While we were waiting for the locksmith 
to arrive, Jack and 
Birdie made us hot 
chocolate. We sat in 
front of the fireplace  
in their living room 
and got to know one 
another. In the course 
of our conversation, 
they mentioned Grace 
Episcopal Church, the 
parish they attended in 
town. They also 
invited us to come one Sunday morning. 
A few Sundays later, we did. 

Before long we were regulars at the 
9:15 service, sitting in the same pew every 
week. While most of my earliest memories 
at church are now impressionistic, I do 
remember the depth of the welcome that 
the people of Grace showed us. I started 
attending Sunday school, was invited to 
serve as an acolyte, sang in the junior 
choir, and eventually became president of 
the youth group. Mom taught Sunday  

 
 
 
 
school, volunteered as a choir òmother,ó 
and eventually served on the Vestry. Like  
many of you, the people at church  
became part of our family. 

When I reflect on these early 
experiences in church today, I often find 
myself turning to the language of 
hospitality. In powerful ways, the people 
of Grace òmade roomó for my mom and 
me much as a host prepares a space for 
the stranger who becomes a guest at her 

dinner table. The 
people of Grace made 
room for us to 
recognize Godõs activity 
in our midst, for us to 
discern and recognize 
our own gifts, and for 
us to offer these gifts to 
the Church and the 
world. They also 
embodied Godõs love 
for us during an 

especially vulnerable part of our lives. 
 While quite a few years have passed 
in between then and now, and my lifeõs 
journey has taken me many places, it was 
these same qualities that I discerned in the 
congregation at Epiphany that drew me 
here. As I was praying about whether to 
apply for the Assistant to the Rector 
position, one of the things that stuck out 
about Epiphany was the way you 
described your own understanding of      
                                       continued on page 4             
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  www.epiphanyep.org 
 

 

 
We are in the Episcopal 
Diocese of Rhode Island, 
numbering over 25,000 
members. 
Bishop: 
The Rt. Revõd Geralyn Wolf 
 
 

 

 

We are part of the 
Episcopal Church in the 
USA, numbering over 2.5 
million people. 
Presiding Bishop: 
The Most Revõd Katharine 
Jefferts Schori 
 

 

We are part of the Anglican 
Communion, a global 
community of 78 million 
people. 
Archbishop of Canterbury: 
The Most Revõd Rowan 
Williams 
 
 

 

 

                                                

 
 

                                  
      

                    
WORKING MISSION 

STATEMENT  
 

We welcome all for Christian 
worship, fellowship, and service, 

trusting God to transform our lives 
and the world. 

 
 

HERALD  DEADLINE  
 

Late Summer Herald  issue  
deadline is August 29. 

http://www.smgchurch.org/
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STAFF 
The Reverend Jennifer L. Pedrick 

Rector 
 

The Reverend Edmund Harris 
Assistant to the Rector 

 
Nathaniel Taylor 

Music Director 
 

Beth Dench 
Parish Administrator 

 

Jim Hibbert 
Sexton 

 

You can reach staff by email by using 
firstname@epiphanyep.org 

 

 
VESTRY 

Dennis Burton, Senior Warden 
 

Bill Dench, Junior Warden 
 

Scott Haggerty, Treasurer 
 

Michelle Callahan, Clerk   
 

Janice Johnson ô11 
Megan Mistretta ô11 
George Nunes ô11 

Bill Chase ô12 
Judy Lockard ô12 

Gracelynn Rizzolo ô12 
Alan Hess ô13 
Kathy Ivey ô13 

Bruce Lambert ô13 
Emily Dench, Jr. member 

Matthew Hawryluk, Jr. member 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

REGULAR EVENTS @ Epiphany 
 
 
Sunday 
  8:00a.m. Holy Eucharist, no music 
  9:15a.m. Christian Education    
  10:30a.m. Holy Eucharist, w/music  
  5:30p.m.      Overeaters Anonymous 
 
Tuesday 
 7:30p.m. Gamblers Anonymous 
 
Thursday 
  7:30p.m. Alcoholics Anonymous 
   

 
 

Vestry meets on third Wednesday 
of each month at 7p.m.  
All are welcome to attend. 

 
 
 

See calendar for special events 



Continued from cover  
 
hospitality on the website. Itõs worth 
repeating!:  

We invite you to be our guest. You will find 
a community of people trying to live as faithful 
witnesses of Jesus Christ, people who will seek to 
welcome you for who you are. We do not aim to 
make you more like us. Rather we aim to love 
each person as a unique individual, made in the 
image of God. 

This is just about the best definition 
of hospitality Iõve come across, and one 
Iõve already seen embodied by many 
people at Epiphany in my first few weeks 
on the job. I spoke with one woman who 
told me she always shows up at funerals at 
church simply to be a welcoming presence 
to people who might not be familiar with 
our building or tradition. Knowing I was 
brand new to Providence, another man e-
mailed me to ask if he might take Michael 
and I on a tour of the area to help us get 
our bearings. A newcomer who happened 
upon Epiphany because she was late to 
her own church came back a second week 
because she felt so welcomed by the 
people here. I know just how she feels! 

Please know how grateful Michael 
and I feel to have been called to ministry 
in this place at this time. I look forward to 
joining with you as we seek to love all 
those who come across the threshold in 
the months and years to come. 
 
Edmund   

  
 

 
 
 

 
                                               Photos: Beth Dench 
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The Search Process  
for the Assistant to the Rector 

 With the hiring of Edmund Harris 
for the Assistant to the Rector position, 
the search process has come to an end.   I 
would like to thank the Search Team for 
their commitment to an intense process.  
In early January, Jennifer convened the 
following people to be members of the 
Assistant to the Rector Search Team: 
Toppy Carlson ð Bill Dench ð Marilyn 
Fuller ð Renee Haggerty ð Bo Ivey ð 
Betsy Kelley. 

Led by the Holy Spirit, the Search 
Team met with Jennifer almost every 
Sunday from January to mid-May.  The 
search process started with the posting of 
the position description to the Episcopal 
National and Diocesan websites on 
January 1.  In addition, the position was 
posted on Church of the Epiphanyõs 
website.   Candidates from across the U.S 
with locations ranging from California to 
Wisconsin to New Jersey and the New 
England areas responded to the job 
posting and submitted applications. 

Weekly meetings consisted of 
screening and evaluating each candidateõs 
education, skills and background against 
the requirements of the position.   
Jennifer phone interviewed ten candidates 
as we narrowed the candidate pool down 
to four finalists who were invited to 
Epiphany for on-site interviews.    

The on-site interview sessions started 
with a tour of the facility and a light meal 
after which the candidate presented a 
Bible Study of his / her own choosing.    
Our formal interview questions followed 

which helped clarify each candidateõs 
special skills.    Generally, each on-site 
interview took about 3 ð 4 hours to 
complete. 

After each on-site interview session, 
Jennifer and the Search Team remained 
after the candidateõs departure to evaluate 
the candidateõs strengths and weaknesses.   
A  numerical rating scale was used to 
differentiate each candidateõs skills, 
experience and background as it related to 
position requirements such as Christian 
Formation experience, liturgy planning, 
and breadth and depth of general ministry 
experience, just to name a few of the 
position criteria.   Ultimately, Edmund 
was selected from an initial pool of 19 
candidates.  We called Edmund to the 
Assistant to the Rector position and he 
accepted the call.    

As Search Team Leader, I would like 
to express my gratitude and appreciation 
to the search team members for their hard 
work and dedication to our objective.    
Everyone expressed a desire to stay 
focused on the search process and to 
remain open to the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.   Despite very busy personal 
commitments, work commitments, and 
even illness, everyone on the Search Team 
rose to the challenge of choosing our next 
Assistant to the Rector. 
 
With many thanks for a job well done, 
 
Marilyn Fuller 
Assistant to the Rector Search Team Leader 
 
 



òYou Name Itó Photography Exhibit ð A contest was held to name the 
photography exhibit, displayed by Dot Campbell, in our Parish Hall. The 
Education Commission, after careful deliberation, chose òPeace I Give to 
Youó, submitted by Beverly Fairhurst. Dot has generously donated a print 
of their choice to the winner of the contest. Be sure to stop by and check 
out the beautiful photos*  
which will be up throughout the summer. 
 
* All photos are available for sale and can be  
purchased in many sizes. Contact Dot Campbell at 
dafcampb@hotmail.com or 401-722-8939. 

 

 
 
 

 

 Dear friends at Epiphany, 
 

 When we came to be a part of the church family you make up, our  

expectations were high. All those expectations were exceeded by a huge 

margin. You have been warm, welcoming, and lively. We were never 

strangers, or even guests. We have been at home. I have enjoyed my part in 

the worship; better still, I have been deeply moved on many occasions, and 

helped to new spiritual insights. Confirmation class and Adult Forums have 

been a rich time for which I am grateful.  So we give thanks for these gifts. 

Best of all, we know our time with you is not over. We will be back whenever 

possible, and know that with Jennifer, Edmund, and all of you, "... the best is 

yet to come."   

 

With gratitude and affection, 
 

 Ned and Gretchen Gammons 
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From the Rector 

It has been a pleasure to welcome 
The Revõd Edmund Harris as our new 
Assistant to the Rector and to watch how 
we as a community have made room for 
him to join us in ministry. We also have 
the opportunity to welcome Michael 
Jaycox, Edmundõs partner when he joins 
us for worship and fellowship.  As I write 
this, Edmund has been here for two 
Sundays, a day-long leadership retreat, a 
funeral, a wedding and four days in the 
office. Still, there have been ample 
opportunities for sharing ministry and 
fellowship.  As far as I can tell, we are all 
enjoying this new relationship.  Speaking 
for myself, I am delighted that Edmund 
has begun his ministry and I look forward 
to sharing ministry with him as we all 
grow in Christ.   

 
                         Photo: James Casey  

Edmund is currently serving as a 
Transitional Deacon.  You may have 
noticed that his vestments in our worship 

are a bit different from those worn by a 
priest.  A deacon has a particular role 
within the Holy Eucharist, to proclaim the 
Gospel, set the table, and give the 
dismissal.  These roles are meant to 
embody the ministry and meaning of the 
Order of Deacons.  Deacons are called to 
a special ministry of servanthood directly 
under a bishop.  Deacons are to serve all 
people, but particularly the poor, the 
weak, the sick and the lonely.  They are 
called to interpret the needs, hopes, and 
concerns of the world to the church.  
Many Deacons are called to this order of 
ministry and serve the church and the 
world in the Permanent Diaconate.  Our 
process, as outlined in the Canons of the 
Episcopal Church, requires that one who 
is called to the Priesthood, must first be 
ordained a Deacon and serve as a Deacon 
for at least six months.  In six months 
time, we hope to be celebrating Edmundõs 
ordination to the Sacred Order of Priests 
here at Epiphany.   
 These will be exciting months as we 
form new relationships and get to know 
one another.  In these initial months of 
his ordained ministry, Edmundõs ministry 
will be formative for him and for us.  In 
the ordination service for a Deacon, the 
Bishop tells those who are being ordained, 
òAt all times, your life and teaching are to 
show Christõs people that in serving the 
helpless they are serving Christ himself.ó  
It is my hope that Edmundõs presence 
among us will be a powerful reminder of 
the call to service that is for all of us, 
regardless of our age or order. 
Jennifer 



 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 Photos by: Dot Campbell & Susan Bergstrand 

Altar Guild  
 

òFlowers & Tea 
Luncheon ó 
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Music Notes 
This season after Pentecost will 

complete one year in which I have been 
playing and leading musical worship at 
Epiphany.  I have learned an enormous 
amount since I agreed to come aboard, 
and look forward to continuing to grow 
musically, and to help others to do so as 
well. While we will not see our choirs in 
Sunday worship during the summer 
weeks, music will remain a vital part of 
our worship and activities.  Check the e-
news for dates for Hymn Sings - both in 
the community, and, perhaps, right here at 
Epiphany, in the Parish Hall on a summer 
evening.  

Hymn Sing participants at Winslow Gardens  
We are planning for the Music Room, 

off the Parish Hall, to get a makeover of 
floor, walls, and storage space, resulting in 
a tidier, more versatile, and acoustically 
brighter room. The Music Room piano 
may get wheels, to be able to sneak into 
the Parish Hall now and then. And most 
importantly, we hope to include more 
musical variety in the church, especially 
with instrumental participation by of our 
youth.  

   
Music Director Nat Taylor with Josh Hess &  
Matt Chase on the trumpets. 

The senior and junior choirs made a 
rare summer appearance at 10:30 a.m. 
worship on Sunday, June 20, when we 
welcomed Edmund Harris as Assistant to 
the Rector, in a service which included 
two baptisms. Check the e-News regularly 
for notice of future special musical 
contributions to our worship, and other 
musical events.  And, as always, please let 
me know if you would like to participate 
more fully in our musical life!     Nat 
 

 
What in Godôs name are we singing?   
 
St. Augustine of Hippo is quoted as saying, 
ñTo sing is to pray twice.ò  Music plays a 
huge role in our worship for good reason.  
Join Nat Taylor for two weeks of exploring 
our liturgical music and hymnody.  This 
interactive, musical forum will be part 
history, part conversation, part singing,  and 
totally fun for all ages.  Join us at 9:15 
Sundays July 18th and 25th. 




